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Establishing a New Normal
	 Over the past two years, Nature’s Nursery has 
admitted 5,709 injured, orphaned or ailing animals for 
rehabilitative care.  We used to say our average number 
of intakes was 2,500 but I think from here on out, we 
have to recalculate that claim.  
	 As our community presence grows through our 
education programming, media attention and our social 
media outlets, more and more people are seeking us 
out for help.  And while we are overjoyed by so may 
wanting to help potentially distressed wildlife they 
encounter, we also know the increases in rehabilitation 
admissions and calls for information come at a greater 
financial price.  
	 Since 2009, our budget has nearly doubled in 
size!!  Each year, with the help of so many, we have 
been able to meet both financial challenges and the 
increases in intakes.  And each year, our tireless staff and 
volunteers have found creative ways to wring every last 
inch of space out of our facility, both indoors and out.  
Thank you all for making this possible.  Please continue 
to call on us for help- that is our mission.  And, please 
continue to think of Nature’s Nursery as your charity of 
choice.  For each of you has a tremendous impact on 
our success.

-Steve Kiessling 
Executive Director

Mission
To improve the well-being of Northwest Ohio wildlife 

populations and habitats through public education and 
rehabilitation with an emphasis on coexistence.

2018 Highlights

•	 A new songbird and small raptor rehabilitation unit 
was constructed- doubling our capacity.

•	 A new small mammal rehabilitation was constructed 
as an Eagle Scout project.

•	 The Wildlife Festival surpassed 1,000 attendees who 
visited 14 community partners.

•	 More than 750 people attended our 3 Open Houses.
•	 We conducted 241 Education Programs reaching 

14,731 people.
•	 Over 100 volunteers donated nearly 15,000 hours of 

their time!
•	 24 donors each gave more than $1,000!
•	 Our Facebook page surpassed 13,000 followers.
•	 We introduced our new Education Ambassadors- 

Wiley  the Virginia Opossum and Sharon the 
Groundhog.



**Effective Release Rate
All too often, when Nature’s Nursery receives an animal for 
rehabilitative care, the animal’s injuries or ailments are too 
severe for a positive outcome. Over 40% of all admitted animals 
in 2018 did not survive their first 24 hours at the Center. These 
animals either passed from their injuries or were humanely 
euthanized to end their pain and suffering.  Of the 1667 animals 
who remained in rehabilitative care past 24 hours, 1297 were 
released back into the wild with an additional 27 still in our 
care at the end of the year.
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Admissions by Species

Rehab by the Numbers
2823 Total Rehabilitation Cases
1331 Total Animals released, transferred or still in 	
	 rehabilitative care 
1156 Total Animals who did not survive the first 24 	
	 hours once admitted
72% 	Effective Release Rate of Avian Species **
87% 	Effective Release Rate of Mammal, Reptile and 	
	 Amphibian Species **
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2018 Board of Trustees
President- Steve Wagener
Treasurer- Bob Bradshaw
Secretary- Alison Glover

Members At Large
Kyle Jazwiecki       Jon Marshall       Toni Moore    

Dave Rowles       Angel Slaman   

On behalf of the Board of Trustees and Staff of Nature’s 
Nursery, thank you to all of our loyal supporters, volunteers, 
partners in the community, wildlife professionals and 
all who are dedicated to the protection of our natural 
environment and the animals that call it home.

2018 Agency Staff

Executive Director- Steve Kiessling
Operations Director- Laura Zitzelberger
Volunteer Coordinator- Nicole Frederick

Wildlife Education Coordinator- Jamie Forbush

Operations Coordinators

Chaise Brewer       Lila Boudrie
Kerri DeShetler       Michelle Daoud

Brittany Grine       Cathy Hall
Natalie Miller       Angie Natter

Financial Report
Revenue

General Contributions
Membership
Grants
Community Shares
Education Program Fees
Events 
Bequests and Memorials
Merchandise
Special Projects
Kroger Rewards		
Miscellaneous

Total Revenue

$70,248
$44,500
$12,450
$11,854
$19,312
$14,934 
$38,943

$4,838
$4,180
$6,058
$7,541

$234,858

Expenses
Rehabilitation Staff
Administration
Education
Development/Fundraising
Animal Care (feed, medical, supplies)
Utilities
Insurance and Fees
Taxes
Special Projects
Payroll Expense		

Total Expenses

$90,656
$32,000
$18,742
$34,876
$19,589

$9,920
$8,194

$11,436
$2,175

1,994

$229,581
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In Loving Memory

Rudy, domestic duck- 2002 to 2018 Samson, Blue Jay- 2014 to 2018



2019 Calendar of Events
Annual Meeting

March 12

Wildlife Festival and 
30th Anniversary Brunch

June 2

Cherry Fest 10K/5K/1K
presented by Julie’s Fitness Studio

June 7

Nature’s Nursery Open Houses
April 28
July 21

September 15

577 Foundation Book Barn
July, August and September

577 Foundation Book Fair
August 17-18

For More Information
visit www.natures-nursery.org/events

Nature’s 
Nursery

1989-2019

Celebrating 30 Years

PO Box 2395
Whitehouse, Ohio  43571
419.877.0060
www.natures-nursery.org

Celebrating 30 Years as Northwest Ohio 
and Southeast Michigan’s Premier Wildlife 

Rehabilitation Organization

2019 marks Nature’s Nursery’s 30th Anniversary.  Over the 
past 3 decades, we have cared for tens of thousands of wild 
animals, conducted thousands of education programs and 
fielded hundreds of thousands of hotline calls.  The list of 
dedicated volunteers, staff and interns with whom we have 
worked grows and grows.  Thank you all for making all of this 
possible.  We look forward to celebrating with you and the 
next 30 years!!


