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  MISSION STATEMENT:
 Our mission is to improve the well-being of Northwest Ohio wildlife populations and habitats through

public education and rehabilitation with an emphasis on coexistence.  



The 2021 calendar year brought pivotal changes in direction

and focus for the future of Nature's Nursery. With continued

challenges due to the pandemic and adapting the plans for

our future expansion, Nature's Nursery again displayed

flexibility, innovation, and fortitude for carrying out our mission.

Like the rest of the world, Nature's Nursery felt the extended

effects of COVID-19. Even as distancing recommendations

began to ease, our committed volunteer base continued to

decline, in-person fundraising events and educational

programs remained limited and animal admission rates

remained steady with our record breaking 2020 numbers.

 With the continued generosity of our loyal supporters and the

addition of many new donors, coupled with a staff and

volunteers driven by passion and purpose, Nature's Nursery

again exceeded all expectations of endurance and

perseverance to finish out the year with success, growth,

direction and over 3,700 animals assisted.

2021 IN A
NUTSHELL 

2021 Highlights

-A partnership was created
with Bass Pro Shops to
establish responsible fishing
education and fund waterfowl
care

-A modular office structure
was added to the property to
expand current space and
separate education animals
from rehab animals

-The first monarch egg hunt
was held to educate people
on monarch population
preservation

-A falconry class was held
introducing dozens of people
to the techniques and art of
the sport

-A nature art exhibit and
fundraising auction was held
with art pieces from local,
regional and internationally
known artists

-A river cleanup event was
held in partnership with the
Metroparks and dozens of
bags of trash was removed
along with truckloads of
invasive plant species

-Electronics recycling drop off
was held bringing in four box
truckloads of electronics 

-A building and land was
purchased to develop into a
new home for Nature's
Nursery.

-Allison Schroeder
Executive Director



SUPPORT OVERVIEW
 NATURE'S NURSERY IS SUPPORTED IN VARIOUS WAYS BY THE

COMMUNITY WE SERVE

2021 SUPPORT BY CATERGORY (NOT ALL LISTED)



ANIMAL ADMISSION DONATIONS:    $11,812

EDUCATION PROGRAM DONATIONS:  $16,335

GENERAL GIVING:   $249,524

MEMBERSHIPS:    $30,339

EVENTS:   $97,540

MEMORIALS:  $41,369

ADMISSIONS OVERVIEW
TOTAL ADMISSIONS = 3,728 ANIMALS



 TOP SPECIES ADMISSIONS FOR 2021
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DEVELOPMENT
& DIRECTION

In January of 2021, Nature's Nursery was working on plans

to build a brand-new facility on donated land in

Whitehouse, Oh. The plans of our future building brought

excitement and vision to the organization; however, the

mid-pandemic construction pricing doubled the estimated

costs to build and brought us to a standstill on the project. 

In July of 2021 an opportunity was presented to purchase

an existing building and adjacent land in Waterville Oh.

The building was identified as ideal for our needs and the

city indicated support for a special use permit to allow us

to operate there.

In December of 2021, we finalized the purchase of the

building and an adjacent 5 acres of land. Plans will begin

promptly in 2022 to renovate the building for our needs

and develop the land into outdoor wildlife habitats.

New Building Details:

Located On Dutch Road in Waterville, OH

5,700 Square Feet Of Indoor Space

Covered Patio Off Education Room

Two Distinct Sides For Rehab and Education

Five Acres Of Open Land For Development



ORGANIZATION
DIRECTORS

Allison Schroeder (Executive Director): Allison joined the Nature's Nursery team in January
of 2020 and brought with her 20 years of extensive business management, marketing,
fundraising and event planning experience with a focus on community engagement and
business collaborations. 
 
Jamie Forbush (Education Director): Jamie has been with Nature’s Nursery as a staff
member since 2017. Working with animal ambassadors, Jamie educates the public about
native wildlife and conservation issues being faced locally, nationally, and worldwide..
 
Nicole Frederick (Operations Director): Nicole has been with Nature’s Nursery since 2010
when she began volunteering while attending Stautzenberger College. Nicole has
participated in all aspects of wildlife rehabilitation, from scrubbing cages and restraining
animals for exams to interviewing and hiring volunteers and staff. Nicole is responsible for
the permitting and regulatory aspects of the organization and is diligent in adherence to
rules and policies of wildlife rehab. 
 
Laura Zitzelberger (Founding Director): Laura has been with Nature’s Nursery since it began
in 1989 when she starter helping the founders get the organization established. Laura has
gone through training through the National Wildlife Rehabilitators Association for wound
management, fluid therapy, nutrition, and more. She has taught sessions at the Ohio
Wildlife Rehabilitators Association symposiums and traveled the state teaching basic skills
to potential new licensed rehabilitators.  
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NATURE'S
NURSERY INFO 

Mailing Address

PO Box 2395 Whitehouse OH 43571







Website:

www.Natures-Nursery.org




Phone:

419-877-0060




Tax ID:

34-1603377

Board Of Directors

Steve Wagener 

Dave Rowles

Jon Marshall

Toni Moore

Kyle Jazweicki

Angel Grego

Donna Henson 

 Theresa Morris










History:    
Nature’s Nursery was founded as a registered 501c3 in 1989
operating out of the home of Deb and Dave Cooper. In 1997
the organization expanded into a small operations center on

Reed Rd in Monclova. In 2006, with more space being needed
for annual admissions nearing 2,000 animals, Nature’s Nursery

moves to the Blue Creek Conservation Area in partnership
with the MetroParks. The Blue Creek Facility, now admits over

3,700 animals per year. 
 

   


