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2022 IN A

NUTSHELL

Growth is always a positive sign when
working with baby animals. It's an
indication of health, a future, and
being on the right track with
development.

Similarly, growth for an organization creates a powerful positive
connotation, or in our case a busting at the seams analogy of
desperation.

Nature’s Nursery has been in need of a new facility for many years.
The current 1,500 square foot farmhouse turned wildlife rehabilitation
center could no longer meet the demands of the 3,700+ animals being
admitted annually. With increased residential and commercial sprawl
causing habitat destruction, the continued need for wildlife care is
anticipated to continue to increase.

At the end of 2021, Nature’s Nursery purchased a building and
adjacent 5 acres of land to be developed into our future home. Plans
for the renovations of the building, engineering for the exterior
property and fundraising to support the project took 2022 to whole
new level of planning, anticipation, excitement and growth.

With COVID mostly behind us, the year brought into focus the
direction the organization was ready to travel to better fulfill our
mission of wildlife conservation and education for co-existence.

-Allison Aey
Executive Director



2022 HIGHLIGHTS

REHAB:

-A 27 year old banded bald eagle was admitted for care.
Demined unreleaseable, it was transferred to the Toledo Zoo to
reside.

-Two Seminole bats became part of a statewide study due to no
previous records of the species in Ohio.

-HPAI, the highly contagious avian flu, made national news
headlines and caused havoc on operations

-Due to HPAI, adult waterfowl could not be admitted but we
remained one of the only rehabs in the state to continue to
admit other birds

-An endangered American Bittern was admitted

-A red tailed hawk was released in honor of Betty White. Over
$16,000 was donated to Nature’s Nursery in her honor

EDUCATION:
-253 education programs were completed reaching 19,000 people
-A formal animal enrichment program was created with 4 volunteers

-Launched Education Ambassador Trading Card program

DEVELOPMENT:

-Architectural drawings were created to renovate the newly
purchased building into our future home and the work was 95%
completed by year-end

-Engineering plans began to develop the 5 acres of land into out
exterior animal rehab and education space.

-The $1.5 million capital campaign ended the year at 98.3% of
the total goal

-Funding was secured from Lucas County and the Port Authority
in a generous show of support and respect for our work



ANIMAL ADMISSIONS

2022 ANIMAL ADMISSIONS =3,841 TOTAL

Top Five By Category:

< < Songbirds 841
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Other Notable Quantities: 8 Bald Eagles, 52 Owls, 5 Foxes, 2

Peregrine Falcons, 4 Weasels and 90 Bats.
*We only admitted baby waterfowl and shorebirds

Animal admissions were impacted in 2022 by HPAI (Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza). HPAI was
first detected in Ohio in March of 2022. Studies began to reveal that the virus was often being
transmitted by Asymptomatic waterfowl and proving fatal to raptors. Songbirds and other avian

species were also found carrying HPAI.

While many wildlife rehabilitators stopped admitting all avian species during the height of the
season, Nature’s Nursery continued to take all birds except for adult waterfowl. \We worked
diligently to alter our operations by creating new admissions procedures, bird quarantine areas and

staffing polices to reduce the threat of HPAI at the center.



DONATIONS & FUNDING

2022 TOP 5 OPERATING INCOME AREAS

Animal Admit Donations

$10,488 Education
Memberships $36,585
$31,142
Animal Sponsorship
$10,488
Events
$57,868
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

A capital campaign titled "The Nest We Need” was launched to raise funds for our new facility. The
$1.5 million campaign goal was budgeted to cover the expense of the building and land purchase
($1,100,000) and renovations at $400,000.

By year-end, $1,482,000 had been raised (98.81%).

Additional fundraising efforts continue to complete the campaign as well as begin to fund the

exterior development plans.



DEVELOPMENT & FUTURE

With the interior remodel nearly complete at year-end, the plans to develop the 5 acres of

land behind the building, are underway.

The land will be divided into two sides with one side for wildlife rehabilitation and the other
side for public education. The area will include a 30x60 building with a community porch

area, over 40 animal habitats, a flight cage, storage and educational displays.

The exterior project is estimated to cost $550,000. Grants, sponsorships and fundraising

efforts continue to support this second phase of the project.

The projected timeline for completion of the second phase is late summer 2023.

To support the project please contact
Allison Aey at 419-344-2988 or

agey@natures-nursery.orqg




ORGANIZATION DIRECTORS

Allison Aey (Executive Director): Allison joined the Nature’s Nursery team in January of 2020 and brought
with her 20 years of extensive business management, marketing, fundraising and event planning experience
with a focus on community engagement and business collaborations.

Jamie Forbush (Education Director): Jamie started at Nature’s Nursery as a volunteer in 2010 and became a
staff member in 2017. Working with animal ambassadors, Jamie educates the public about native wildlife and
conservation issues being faced locally, nationally, and worldwide.

Nicole Frederick (Operations Director): Nicole has been with Nature’s Nursery since 2010 when she began
volunteering while attending Stautzenberger College. Nicole has participated in all aspects of wildlife
rehabilitation, from scrubbing cages and restraining animals for exams to interviewing and hiring volunteers
and staff. Nicole is responsible for the permitting and requlatory aspects of the organization and is diligent in
adherence to rules and policies of wildlife rehab.

Laura Zitzelberger (Founding Director): Laura has been with Nature’s Nursery since it began in 1989 when
she started helping the founders get the organization established. Laura has gone through training through
the National Wildlife Rehabilitators Association for wound management, fluid therapy, nutrition, and more. She
has taught sessions at the Ohio Wildlife Rehabilitators Association symposiums and traveled the state
teaching basic skills to potential new licensed rehabilitators.
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