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2022 IN A
NUTSHELL 

Growth is  a lways a  pos i t i ve  s ign when
work ing w i th  baby an ima ls .  I t ' s  an
ind icat ion of  hea l th ,  a  fu ture ,  and
be ing on the r ight  t rack w i th
deve lopment .   

S imi la r l y ,  growth for  an organ izat ion creates a  powerfu l  pos i t i ve
connotat ion ,  or  in  our  case a  bust ing at  the seams ana logy of
desperat ion .  

Nature 's  Nursery  has been in  need of  a  new fac i l i t y  for  many years .
The current  1 ,500 square foot  farmhouse turned wi ld l i fe  rehab i l i ta t ion
center  cou ld no longer  meet  the demands of  the 3 ,700+ an ima ls  be ing
admi t ted annua l l y .  Wi th  increased res ident ia l  and commerc ia l  sprawl
caus ing hab i ta t  dest ruct ion ,  the cont inued need for  w i ld l i fe  care is
ant ic ipated to  cont inue to  increase .   

At  the end of  2021 ,  Nature 's  Nursery  purchased a bu i ld ing and
ad jacent  5 acres of  land to  be deve loped in to  our  fu ture home.   P lans
for  the renovat ions of  the bu i ld ing ,  eng ineer ing for  the exter ior
proper ty  and fundra is ing to  support  the pro ject  took 2022 to who le
new leve l  o f  p lann ing ,  ant ic ipat ion ,  exc i tement  and growth .

Wi th  COVID most ly  beh ind us ,  the year  brought  in to  focus the
d i rect ion the organ izat ion was ready to  t rave l  to  bet ter  fu l f i l l  our
miss ion of  w i ld l i fe  conservat ion and educat ion for  co-ex is tence .  

-A l l i son Aey
Execut ive D i rector



2022 HIGHLIGHTS
-A 27 year  o ld  banded ba ld  eag le  was admi t ted for  care .
Demined unre leaseab le ,  i t  was t ransfer red to  the To ledo Zoo to
res ide .    

-Arch i tectura l  drawings were created to  renovate the newly
purchased bu i ld ing in to  our  fu ture home and the work was 95%
completed by year-end

-Eng ineer ing p lans began to  deve lop the 5 acres of  land in to  out
exter ior  an ima l  rehab and educat ion space .

-The $1 .5 mi l l ion  cap i ta l  campa ign ended the year  a t  98 .3% of
the tota l  goa l

-Fund ing was secured f rom Lucas County  and the Por t  Author i ty
in  a  generous show of  support  and respect  for  our  work

-

-Two Semino le  bats  became par t  o f  a  s ta tewide study due to  no
prev ious records of  the spec ies in  Oh io .

-HPAI ,  the h igh ly  contag ious av ian f lu ,  made nat iona l  news
head l ines and caused havoc on operat ions

-Due to  HPAI ,  adu l t  water fowl  cou ld not  be admi t ted but  we
remained one of  the on ly  rehabs in  the s ta te  to  cont inue to
admi t  o ther  b i rds 

-An endangered Amer ican B i t tern  was admi t ted

-A red ta i led hawk was re leased in  honor  of  Bet ty  Whi te .  Over
$16 ,000 was donated to  Nature 's  Nursery  in  her  honor

R E H A B :

E D U C A T I O N :

-253 educat ion programs were completed reach ing 19 ,000 peop le

-A forma l  an ima l  enr ichment  program was created w i th  4 vo lunteers

-Launched Educat ion Ambassador  Trad ing Card program   

D E V E L O P M E N T :



Top Five By Category:  
                                                                                              

*Waterfowl / Shorebirds 383

2022 ANIMAL ADMISSIONS =3,841 TOTAL

Rabbits 1071

Songbirds 841

Opossums 550

Squirrels 402

Other Notable Quantities: 8 Bald Eagles, 52 Owls, 5 Foxes, 2
Peregrine Falcons, 4 Weasels and 90 Bats. 

*We only admitted baby waterfowl and shorebirds 

Animal admissions were impacted in 2022 by HPAI (Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza). HPAI was

first detected in Ohio in March of 2022. Studies began to reveal that the virus was often being

transmitted by Asymptomatic waterfowl and proving fatal to raptors.  Songbirds and other avian

species were also found carrying HPAI.




While many wildlife rehabilitators stopped admitting all avian species during the height of the

season, Nature's Nursery continued to take all birds except for adult waterfowl.  We worked

diligently to alter our operations by creating new admissions procedures, bird quarantine areas and

staffing polices to reduce the threat of HPAI at the center.

ANIMAL ADMISSIONS



Memberships
$31,142

Education
$36,585

Animal Admit Donations
$10,488

Animal Sponsorship
$10,488

Events
$57,868

2022 TOP 5 OPERATING INCOME AREAS

A capital campaign titled "The Nest We Need" was launched to raise funds for our new facility. The
$1.5 million campaign goal was budgeted to cover the expense of the building and land purchase

($1,100,000) and renovations at $400,000.



By year-end, $1,482,000 had been raised (98.81%).



Additional fundraising efforts continue to complete the campaign as well as begin to fund the
exterior development plans.








CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

DONATIONS & FUNDING



DEVELOPMENT & FUTURE

With the interior remodel nearly complete at year-end, the plans to develop the 5 acres of
land behind the building, are underway.  



The land will be divided into two sides with one side for wildlife rehabilitation and the other
side for public education. The area will include a 30x60 building with a community porch

area, over 40 animal habitats, a flight cage, storage and educational displays.



The exterior project is estimated to cost $550,000. Grants, sponsorships and fundraising
efforts continue to support this second phase of the project. 



The projected timeline for completion of the second phase is late summer 2023.

To support the project please contact
 Allison Aey at 419-344-2988 or 

aaey@natures-nursery.org



Allison Aey (Executive Director): Allison joined the Nature's Nursery team in January of 2020 and brought
with her 20 years of extensive business management, marketing, fundraising and event planning experience
with a focus on community engagement and business collaborations. 
 
Jamie Forbush (Education Director): Jamie started at Nature’s Nursery as a volunteer in 2010 and became a
staff member in 2017. Working with animal ambassadors, Jamie educates the public about native wildlife and
conservation issues being faced locally, nationally, and worldwide.
 
Nicole Frederick (Operations Director): Nicole has been with Nature’s Nursery since 2010 when she began
volunteering while attending Stautzenberger College. Nicole has participated in all aspects of wildlife
rehabilitation, from scrubbing cages and restraining animals for exams to interviewing and hiring volunteers
and staff. Nicole is responsible for the permitting and regulatory aspects of the organization and is diligent in
adherence to rules and policies of wildlife rehab. 
 
Laura Zitzelberger (Founding Director): Laura has been with Nature’s Nursery since it began in 1989 when
she started helping the founders get the organization established. Laura has gone through training through
the National Wildlife Rehabilitators Association for wound management, fluid therapy, nutrition, and more. She
has taught sessions at the Ohio Wildlife Rehabilitators Association symposiums and traveled the state
teaching basic skills to potential new licensed rehabilitators.  
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